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60 years of the EU
• 60th anniversary of Treaty of Rome

• EU - "success on a scale its founders could barely have imagined"

- guaranteeing peace and prosperity

- from 6 to 28 members

- a single market for over 500 mil consumers

- a single currency

- European Social Model

- ...

• However, the project has battled with crises in recent years



EU positive image has suffered by the crisis

Source: Eurostat (2016). Standard Eurobarometer 86, Autumn 2016



Trust in EU institutions is low.....

Source: Eurostat (2065). Standard Eurobarometer 85, Spring 2016



...but still higher than in national 

institutions
Lehman
Brothers

EFSF
Banking union decision + 
"Whatever it takes" (Draghi)

Standard Eurobarometer 86 December 2016



Populist parties in European societies on 

the rise in national elections

Source: Inglehart, Ronald, and Pippa Norris. "Trump, Brexit, and the rise of Populism: Economic have-nots and cultural backlash." 

(2016), p.37



Economic insecurity 

perspective
• Rising income and wealth 

inequality as well as economic 

insecurity among left-behinds fuels 

popular resentment of the political 

elites

Cultural-identitarian

backlash
• Reaction against progressive cultural 

change such as cosmopolitanism 

and multiculturalism

youngsters having lost hope, 
low-waged unskilled workers, 

long-term unemployed, 
households dependent on 
shrinking social benefits

turn against neoliberal elites, 
globalisation, trade

less educated, older 
generations and right-

wing authoritarians react 
to erosion of their privileges 

and societal status

Possible causes of populism



The Elephant Chart: 

Global income growth from 1988 to 2008

Source: Buti, Pichelman (2016): European Integration & Populism: Addressing Dahrendorf's Quandary



The Dahrendorf quandary

Globalisation
Social 

cohesion

Democratic 

liberty

Source: Buti, Pichelman (2016): European Integration & Populism: Addressing Dahrendorf's Quandary

"To stay competitive in a growing world economy the OECD countries

are obliged to adopt measures which may inflict irreparable damage

on the cohesion of their respective civil societies. If they are

unprepared to take these measures, they must recur to restriction of

civil liberties and of political participation bearing all the hallmarks of

a new authoritarianism...The task for the first world in the next decade is

to square the circle between growth, social cohesion and political

freedom"
Ralf Dahrendorf, Economic Opportunity, Civil Society and Political Liberty



Economic populism: Why against the EU?

EU

Pre-market 

(endowments)

Market 
(liberalisation/integration)

Post-market 

(welfare systems)

Nation 

state

Populist

forces

Source: Buti, Pichelman (2016): European Integration & Populism: Addressing Dahrendorf's Quandary



Identitarian Populism: Why against the EU?

European Union

Convergence

Protection of minorities

EU based on rules and 

institutions (often complex)

Populism

Perceived as erasing 

national identities and 

specificities

Rule of the "no longer silent 

majority"

Direct democracy, 

referenda, twitter policy-

making

Source: Buti, Pichelman (2016): European Integration & Populism: Addressing Dahrendorf's Quandary



What could be done (economic dimension)?

• Sustained period of economic and employment growth could help

• Pro-active approach to help left-behinds of globalisation (ESF)

• European Social Model, European Pillar of Social Rights -

distributional aspect, social fairness

- European Semester (education, long-term unemployment,...)

- Fight against tax avoidance

- Competition policy

- ....

• Better use of EU budget

• Transparency and accountability

- Justification of decisions, transparent information flows (who does what 

and when)

- At national level – a more responsible rhetoric

- More decision at MS than at expert level (e.g. comitology procedure)  
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